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Question Time: Should Washington’s NFL 
team name change? 


The team’s name has been the same since 1933. 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


Lately, Washington D.C.’s NFL team’s name has come under more fire than 


usual. 


“All these mascots and team names related to Native Americans, Native 
Americans feel pretty strongly about it,” President Barack Obama told the 
Associated Press Oct. 4. “And I don’t know whether our attachment to a 
particular name should override the real, legitimate concerns that people 


have about these things.” 


On Oct. 14, during NBC’s “Sunday Night Football” matchup between 
Washington and Dallas, sportscaster Bob Costas used the occasion give his 


two cents about the controversy. 


“Think for a moment about the term ‘Redskins’ and how it truly differs from 


all the others,” Costas said. “Ask yourself what the equivalent would be if 


directed toward African-Americans, Hispanics, Asians or members of any 


other ethnic group.” 


Our own reporter Scott Smith wrote a column about this very subject in 
Wednesday’s paper entitled, “What’s in a name? Face it, ‘Redskins’ is 


embarrassing.” 


Meanwhile, if the statement the team’s owner, Dan Snyder, made to USA 


Today in May holds true, no amount of public outcry could dissuade him. 


“We'll never change the name,” he said. “It’s that simple. NEVER. You can 


use Caps.” 


Having said all that, this week we wanted to know: “Do you think 
Washington, D.C.’s NFL team should change its name? If not, why? If yes, 
suggestion for a new name?” We once again mixed up the format to provide 
as many answers as possible, but the responses were split fairly evenly 


down the middle. 


Your New Team Names 


“Washington RedTapes.” — Jeremy Ashcraft 


“Washington Bullets!” — Shelby Mustang Miller 


“How about the Virginia Redskins? That would less offensive than 


Washington Redskins.” —Jeremy Burke 


“Change it to the Washington Liars.” — Karen S. Daggett 


“T say change it to the Washington Sheep.” — Trent Rhoades 


Your (Yes) answers 


“Saying that ‘Redskins’ is an acceptable team name is like saying ‘N-----s’ is 
an acceptable team name. These terms are now considered derogatory. If 
something as small as changing a team name can stop this kind of pain, I 
don’t see what the problem is. Besides, there are plenty of other names that 
they could use. How about the Washington Monuments? Or The Senators?” 


— Victoria Colaizzi 


“Why is such a bad thing that we realize that the name is a racist term and 
we could change it? ... I guess changing a name is so damaging to people 
that they have to defend a racist remark towards Indians. But, meh, to each 


their own.” — Neil Borowy 


“If the Native-Americans are the ones asking, then yes. Do we want a team 
called the white skins or the brown or black skins? Why do we find it 


acceptable then to call them Redskins?” — Karon Lancaster 


“Didn’t we have this similar discussion over the Tipton Blue Devils? I say 
update all Team names to be up to date with the times.” — Melissa 


Wilborn Day 


“If a Native-American is upset by the name we all have to take a second and 
realize why. After that second it should be a no brainer to change the name 


and not be so insensitive.” — Brandon and Leslie Bashore 


Your (No) Answers 


abolished. It is a part of history. Erase your history and you will not know 
where you came from. Redskins.....the Original Americans! Long live the 


Washington Redskins namesake!” — Larry Norfleet 


“No. This political correctness ridiculousness in this fading Republic has 


gone way too far.” — Nate Turnpaugh 


“T’m part Indian and I’m fine with the name the way it is people who are 
complaining are not the Indians it’s politics. Look they are wanting to 
change everything America is about we fought wars to get people out of 


Communism and were heading into it. All I have to say to the ones who 


want to change it is to get a life.” — John Cox 


“No!!!! This is not an issue that has just came up, the native Americans have 


be trying for years.” — Debra Buckles-Toth 


“No. It’s been that name forever.” — Kellie Ooley 


Our answers 


“If it is offensive to a large group of people, just change it. It’s just a name 
for crying out loud. We have a lot more important things to worry about 


these days.” — Charlene Woodruff 


“As a die-hard Washington Redskins fan since the early 1970s, I hate to see 
the name changed, but I guess I can understand it if the names actually 
offends Native-Americans. Ironically, I became a fan due to my great- 
grandmothers Indian attire in her house as she was of Indian decent. And 
back then the Chicago Bears sucked. She, nor any other family member, 


ever had a problem with the name.” — Mike Fletcher 


“No. This is such an odd thing for me to digest. As a minority kid growing 
up in a white neighborhood with almost entirely white classmates from the 


time I was 2, I learned early on that the Cowboys called themselves 


America’s team, which struck me as pretty bold from a secessionist state. 
The team projected blondeness and drew a similar fan base. It was clearly 
not a team for me. While I was never a Redskins fan (Eagles, Vikings, 
Steelers), there was no question I’d root for the Redskins over the Cowboys. 
In addition, as a Hispanic kid, I felt kinship with Redskins or any team 
names after American Indians. I’ve argued this point over and over with 
people who want to change team nicknames. All the Indiana nicknames that 
I’ve ever encountered use that to project strength, boldness, things to be 
emulated and embodied in your sports team. In the zeal to re-name things, 
people miss that point. But more so, they miss what it’s like to be 4 years 
old and be an alien in your own world. Eventually, what remains of 
American Indians will manage to change all sports names, then they’ll take 
on place names (cities, rivers, states). What will they be left with? They'll be 
left in an America that has forgotten they existed, and they’ll have been 
major players in putting out the last embers of remembrance. I never 
existed in a time when Redskins was used as a racial epithet. Never even 
heard it used with any venom until I was in my late teens or early 20s and 
managed to get wind of that usage in old Cowboys and Indians movies. 
Again, no question where my sympathies lie in those old black and white 
films. Maybe if I grew up on a reservation out west I would have heard it 


used that way. No idea.” — Pedro Velazco 


“If Native-Americans collectively feel it is derogatory towards their 


heritage, then I say yes. But, where do we draw the line? What about the 
Cleveland Indians? What about the Atlanta Braves? Florida State 
Seminoles? Chicago Blackhawks? Central Michigan University Chippewas? 
The list goes on and on. It seems like recently we’ve ramped up all this 
pressure on the Redskins to change their name when they’re only one of 
countless sports organizations across the United States that use a Native- 
American type of mascot/nickname. Is this an issue we’re going to use the 
time and resources to fully enforce and govern fairly, or are we going to 
stop and start with the Washington Redskins as a way to fix a hole in the 


dam with bubble gum?” — Josh Sigler 


“Yes. Change it like yesterday. People say they want to honor history. I love 
history too, but there’s a difference between honoring history and 
perpetuating it. People say anyone who’s offended should ignore it. Yeah, 
right. Football is the most popular professional sport in America. It would 
be like living in Indianapolis and trying to ignore the existence of the Colts. 
It’s impossible. This is America, they say, the owners can do whatever they 
want. That’s true, but just because you can do something doesn’t mean you 
should. Self-control is part of being an adult. People say only Native- 
Americans can be offended by the name. False. I’m a human being and 
that’s enough. I live in solidarity with my Native-American brothers and 
sisters. Focus on something that matters, they’ll say. OK. I agree. Just 


change the name and we can move on to something else. Opponents to the 


change shake their fists at the heavens and want to know: Where will it 
end? Do you want to change the name of the Notre Dame Fighting Irish? 
Yeah. Kinda. It’s not the first thing I think about in the morning, but 
someone were to ask me about it on a survey, I’d tick that box. It’s nota 
racist term, but more a racist caricature. But I’m [fill in a fraction] Native- 
American and I don’t find it offensive, they’ll say. That’s nice. A lot of people 
who aren’t you do, though. On a side note, the suggestion to change the 
name to the Washington Bullets — the former name of the NBA’s 
Washington (state) Wizards — had me cracking up. Very funny. However, 
don’t let me be misunderstood: I don’t want to change every team name 
which references a particular ethnicity. That would take far too much time 
and effort and doesn’t speak to why the word ‘Redskins’ is offensive. Chiefs. 
Braves. These kinds of names are indicative of a very specific part of the 
cultures they reference. They conjure images of authority and power. I 
wouldn’t personally name a team any of these, but they aren’t quite as 
blatant. But the word ‘Redskins?’ Boy, that’s offensive. It’s also stupid and 
uncreative. (Color + Skin = Name!) If you’re going to be racist, at least do it 
with a little panache. I’m almost more offended by the laziness of the term 


than anything else.” — Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


